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In evaluating the evidence historians should remember that
every point of view on reality, in addition to being intrinsically
selective and partial, depends on power relations that condition,
through the possibility of access to the documentation, the general
image that a society leaves of itself. To ‘brush history against the
grain’, as Walter Benjamin urged, one has to learn to read the
evidence against the grain, against the intentions of those who had
produced it.

— Carlo Ginsburg

It seems to me that the current political task in a society like ours is
to criticise the working of institutions that are apparently the most
neutral and independent, to criticise these institutions and attack
them in such a way that the political violence that exercises itself
obscurely through them becomes manifest, so that one can fight
against them.

— Michel Foucault
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