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the people of Bangladesh equality, human dignity, and social justice.’
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‘Contray to all just government, but, above all, contrary to the
principle of democracy which professes equality as its very root

and foundation.’
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President Bill Clinton was reelected in 1996 with a distinct lack
of voter enthusiasm. As was true in 1992 (when 19 percent of the
voters showed their distaste for both parties by voting for a third-
party candidate, Ross Pero), the electorate was clearly not happy
about its choices. Half of the eligible voters stayed away from the
polls, and of those who did vote, only 49 percent chose Clinton
over his lackluster opponent, Robert Dole. One bumper sticker
read: ‘If God had intended us to vote, he would have given us

candidates.’
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“While the electorate was confined to the upper strata of a

relatively homogeneous society, the straight majority technique
worked tolerably well. With the advent of mass democracy, it
revealed a glaring injustice: the winner takes all, the loser gets

nothing. Minorities are discriminated against to the point of
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being disenfranchised. The remedy was sought in proportional
representation, which, at long last, recognized the facts of political
life, namely, that elections are operated by the political parties. By
theoretical logic, proportional representation is beyond challenge:
cach party should obtain the number of seats equivalent to the
number of votes cast for it in the entire nation.’
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‘That the state with its two councils should ride, as it were,

at double anchor and should therefore be less exposed to the

buffeting of party politics and better able to secure tranquility for

the people.’
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