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The long standing demand that feminists stand witness to
the patriarchal ills of Islam has now been enlisted in the
service of one of the most unabashed imperial projects of
our time.’
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This language of assessment, | realized, is not neutral but
depends upon notions of progressive and backward, superior
and inferior, higher and lower-a set of oppositions
frequently connected with a compelling desire to erase the
second modifier even if it means implicitly forming
alliances with coercive modes of power.*
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What do we mean when we as feminists say that gender
equality is the central principle of our analysis and politics?
How does my enmeshment within the thick texture of my
informants’ lives affect my openness to this question? Are we
willing to countenance the sometimes violent task of
remaking sensibilities, life worlds and attachments so that
women of the kind | worked with may be taught to value the
principle of 'freedom' Furthermore, does a commitment to
the ideal of equality in our own lives endow us with the
capacity to know that this ideal captures what is or should be
fulfilling for everyone else? If it does not, as is surely the case,
then | think we need to rethink, with far more humility than
we are accustomed to, what feminist politics really means.®




