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“..Zaman (Quazi Nooruzzaman) talks about the
famous 7 March speech of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, an
event where he was present, and heard the Father of the
Nation ending his speech with “Pakistan Zindabad”,
and, moments later, on the advice of the student
leaders, “Joy Bangla”. Zaman takes no issue with the
end salutations, reasoning that Pakistan was still
politically undivided, but takes a dim view that the
words “Pakistan Zindabad” have been expunged from
the rendering of the speech with the observation that, “I
believe this tampering with the speech diminishes
Sheikh Mujib’s political efforts.” And, over a
particularly contentious issue that continues to deeply
divide the nation against itself, Zaman is convinced,
offering a number of arguments in support, that Ziaur
Rahman first announced the independence of
Bangladesh over the radio. He then reasons, “Let’s say
it was Ziaur Rahman who was the first announcer of
independence. What does it matter? Does this
announcement belittle the Awami League or Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman? Not in the least.™

» Shahid Alam/A freedom fighter's testament (Review of “A
Sector Commander Remembers Bangladesh Liberation War
1971” by Quazi Nooruzzaman) [The Daily Star - Saturday,
November 27, 2010]
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“...Mujib was thus virtually left alone against the
extremists within his own party who were also bringing
pressure on him to declare full independence for East
Pakistan. Expectations were raised so high that it was
hoped by almost every one that Sheikh Mujib would
declare independence for East Pakistan in the meeting
next day (Mar 7) like the Unilateral Declaration of

Y Y@@ : WIe @ A, Al RO [SIAIN ASM; TP, d555 1 7. 395]
8 %R FI, TGTIT ST - LA OF G 8 TeQNT [MSAS Folfw@iw;
G, Svab | 7. Xiii ()]
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Independence by lan Smith, prime minister of
Rhodesia who declared independence of his country
against the wills and wishes of the British Government,

Abdur Rauf, a student leader during the 1969 anti-
Ayub movement told me several years later in the
house of Barrister Amirul Islam, an Awami League
leader, that Sheikh Mujib immediately before going
out to deliver his historic speech to the mammoth 7th
of March meeting extracted a promise from the
student leaders who were more militant than their
elders that they would not break Pakistan. Just before
the army crack-down Rauf left for Rangpur, his home
town for safety.™

oV,

“...Sheikh Mujib had, in the meantime, announced
that he would address a public rally at the Ramna
Race Course on 7 March 1971 at 4 p.m. He had
promised to chart out the future course of action at
that rally. In a sense, the occasion could provide him
with the ideal opportunity to take the plunge and
declare East Pakistan’s independence as an
independent state. There was also a power vacuum in
the Martial Law set up in East Pakistan. Although
Yaqub Khan was technically in command, as a result

**Faruq Aziz Khan (Secretary to Prime Minister Tajuddin
Ahmed, Chairman - SPARSO); Spring 1971 : A Centre stage
Account of Bangladesh War of Liberation. [UPL - 1993/P. 38]
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of his differences with the President, he had already
submitted his resignation and was waiting to be
relieved. A lot of responsibility rested on my
shoulders as the next-in-command and | was very
conscious of it. | believe Sheikh Mujib was aware of
it toothat a lot now depended on my reaction to future
developments. | had no personal relationship with
him as we had barely met, and never exchanged a
word.

On the afternoon of 6 March 1971, the Awami
League Working Committee was reported to be in
session at Sheikh Mujib’s residence, considering the
text of his speech for 7 March. | don’t know what
transpired but there were many extremists in the
Awami League. In fact, it had been reported to us that
several die-hard Communists had smuggled
themselves into the Awami League, without actually
changing their creed or convictions. They planned to
erode Mujib’s party from within. Moreover, the
student wing was, by nature, volatile and explosive;
they, too, were a strong pressure group within the

party.

Early in the evening of 6 March, one of my senior staff
officers, accompanied by a Bengali gentleman, came
to my residence and asked to see me. The Bengali
gentleman was introduced to me but, unfortunately, |
do not remember his name and | don’t seem to have
recorded it either. He said that he was a close confidant
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of Sheikh Mujib who had sent him to plead with me.
Sheikh Mujib’s message, briefly, was that he was
under great pressure from the extremists and student
leaders within the party to declare unilateral
declaration of independence during his public address
on the afternoon of 7 March. Sheikh Mujib claimed
that he was a patriot and did not want any
responsibility for the break-up of Pakistan. He,
therefore, wanted me to take him into protective
custody and confine him to the cantonment. For this,
he wanted me to send a military escort to fetch him
from his Dhanmandi residence.

For the information of the reader, Sheikh Mujib’s
residence was very heavily guarded by armed Awami
League volunteers. In addition to the continued
presence of the Working Committee, there were
scores of expectant Awami League workers and
members of the press in and around the area of the
house. Only a lunatic would take Sheikh Mujib’s
proposal at face value and plunge into action when
disastrous results were sure to follow. As | saw it,
Sheikh Mujib was probing my reaction in case he
declared the unilateral declaration of independence
during his public rally on 7 March. My response
would be very relevant and so it was important for
him to get a prior inkling, if possible.

After hearing Sheikh Mujib’s message, | decided to
use the full weight of my position to prevent the
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catastrophe that could take place on 7 March. | told the
confidant that I was fully convinced that Mujib was a
patriot, and that his role as a student leader in Calcutta
during the movement and agitation for Pakistan was
well known to me. Therefore, in my opinion, how
could he demolish what he had helped to create? In a
light-hearted vein, | added that Sheikh Mujib was
welcome to be my honoured guest if he felt threatened,;
for that, since he knew the cantonment area well, all
he had to do was drive straight to my residence-in
which case he would not need an escort as he would
be coming of his own free will.

Sheikh Mujib did not give up. He decided to try one
more time. At 2 a.m. on the night between 6 and 7
March, | was woken up and informed that two guests,
accompanied by some of my staff officers, were
waiting in the drawing room to see me on an urgent
matter. This time, there were two different East
Pakistani gentlemen. Besides them, my senior staff
officers, Colonel (later Brigadier) Saadullah Khan,
Lieutenant Colonel (later Brigadier) Mohammad Taj,
and Major Munawwar Khan of the Divisional
Intelligence were also present. The two visitors were
formally introduced as emissaries from Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. I am afraid I do not recall the names
of either of the two, but I do recollect that I had
previously heard of one of them as a public figure. One
of them did all the talking, and was apparently the
spokesman. He repeated the earlier story, but with
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greater emphasis this time, once again stressing the
threat to Sheikh Mujib’s person and the need to take
him into protective custody. As before, | did not buy
the story. However, | added a strong warning this time,
| told the emissaries to inform Sheikh Mujib that,
during his speech, I would have the army-armed with
guns and tanks-standing by in the cantonment, ready
to move immediately. | would also have arrangements
in place to listen to Sheikh Mujib’s speech directly
from the Race Course. In case Sheikh Mujib attacked
the integrity of the country and proclaimed the
Universal Declaration of Independence, | would
discharge my duty without hesitation and with all the
power at my command. | would have the army march
in immediately with orders to wreck the meeting and,
if necessary, raze Dhaka to the ground. | impressed
upon the emissaries that they should inform Sheikh
Mujib that the consequences of indiscretion would be
disastrous and the onus would be entirely on him. |
advised Sheikh Mujib to keep the door open for further
negotiations and avoid unnecessary bloodshed.

According to Professor Rehman Sobhan, saner
elements carried the day and it was decided not to
take the extreme step but to leave the door open for
further negotiation. While the army was standing by
in the cantonment, | listened directly to Sheikh
Mujib’s speech. His tone was conciliatory and he
merely repeated the four earlier demands of his 4
March speech. Within a few minutes, the speech was
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over. Before the recalcitrant elements could raise a
hue and cry Sheikh Mujib had hurriedly left the stage.
In fact, the whole event was a bit of an anti-climax,
but | thanked Allah and heaved a sigh of relief.”™*

°A.

“..9% Wb GNP Mty I9gd Gfe=ioe e S
IR 9T A TR JCoT T JC | SR A AT
DOI® 9 fretrary ™

** Major General (Retd.) Khadim Hussain Raja/A Stranger in My
Own Country : East Pakistan, 1969-1971 [Oxford University
Press (Karachi)- 2012, p. 59-62]

N (SR (SICE TSrRd T2, 9o enfoq &y [f[fodr; b, $598 (2w
AP : CAfP JILET; O Wb, $59%) | 7. 03]



