
 

 
 
 
 
 

T. J. FITIKIDES 
 

COMMON 
MISTAKES 
IN ENGLISH 

 

!"#$" %&'()  
 
 

Translation 

M. NAHIDUL ISLAM NAHID 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Common Mistakes in English | !"#$" %&'()             7 

Preface to the First Edition 
 
 

This book has been designed to meet the requirements of 
students whose mother tongue is not English. Its main purpose 
is to help to correct the common mistakes to which foreign 
learners of English are liable. 
    The method adopted throughout this work is uniform. All 
the errors dealt with are singled out, for they have to be 
recognized before they can be corrected; then correct forms 
are substituted for incorrect ones; finally, simple explanations 
are given wherever necessary to justify particular usages. 
Exercises are set at the end to ensure that the principles may 
become firmly fixed in the students' minds. 
   It is not claimed that this manual is exhaustive. 
Nevertheless, the difficulties tackled are real, and the 
examples are representative of the mistakes commonly made 
by foreign students of English, being the result of observations 
made over a long period of time. 
   Much care has been given to the preparation of the Index, 
which it is hoped will make the book a useful work of 
reference. 
   My acknowledgements are due to Mr. W.H.G. 
Popplestone, who has read my manuscript and made many 
valuable suggestions.  

 
 

T. J. F 
Augus,1936 
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অনুবাদেকর কথা 
 

 

আনে$র সােথ আিম জনি,য় বই “COMMON MISTAKES IN ENGLISH” এর 

বাংলা অনুবাদ আপনােদর কােছ উপ:াপন করিছ। ,খ=াত ?লখক TJ FITIKIDES -এর 

এই বই@ ইংেরিজ ভাষায় সাধারণ ভুল এড়ােনার জন= এক অনন= গাইড িহেসেব 

িবIজেুড় সমাদতৃ। বতK মান LবিIক ?,Mাপেট ইংেরিজ ভাষার সিঠক ব=বহার দMতা ও 

সফলতার জন= অত=R STUপূণK। তেব, লM= কেরিছ ?য বাংলা ভাষাভাষী অেনক 

িশMাথZ এই বই@র ইংেরিজ ভাষার জন= এর িবষয়ব[ পুেরাপুির বুঝেত অসুিবধার 

স]ুখীন হন। এই িবষয়@ মাথায় ?রেখ, আিম বই@ বাংলায় অনুবােদর িস^াR িনেয়িছ, 

যােত বাংলা ভাষায় ,কািশত এই সং_রণ@ িশMাথZেদর জন= বই@র িবষয়ব[ 

সহজেবাধ= কের তুলেত পাের এবং তারা সিঠকভােব িবষয়Sেলা বুেঝ ,েয়াগ করেত 

পাের। আশা কির, এই বাংলা সং_রণ@ িশMাথZ, িশMক এবং ইংেরিজ ভাষায় দMতা 

অজK েন আ`হী সকেলর জন= এক@ মূল=বান সহায়ক হেব। 
 

অনুবােদর এই ,য়ােস যথাসাধ= যaশীল থাকার ?চcা কেরিছ। তেব ?যেকােনা কােজর 

মেতা এ@ও িনখঁুত নয়। ভিবষ=েত আরও পিরমাজK েনর জন= আপনােদর ?য ?কােনা 

মতামত ও পরামশKেক আিম আRিরকভােব eাগত জানাই। অনুবােদর এ যাfায় পােশ 

থাকার জন= আমার পিরবার, বgু এবং সহকমZেদর ,িত গভীর কৃতhতা hাপন করিছ। 

এই বাংলা সং_রণ@ আপনােদর ইংেরিজ ভাষা আয়i করার পথেক আেরা সুগম ও 

আন$ময় কের তুলেব এবং hােনর পেথ আপনােদর সহায়ক হেব-এই ,ত=াশায় 

রইলাম। 

 

এম. নািহদলু ইসলাম নািহদ 

ইেমইলঃ nahid305@gmail.com 
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No. Present Past Past Participle 
 bear bore born (e) 
 beat beat beaten 
 begin began begun 
 bend bent bent 
 bid bade bidden 
 bind bound bound 
 bite bit bitten 
 bleed bled bled 
 blow blew blown 
 break broke broken 
 bring brought brought 
 build built built 
 burn burnt burnt 
 burst burst burst 
 buy bought bought 
 catch caught caught 
 choose chose chosen 
 come came come 
 cost cost cost 

20. creep crept crept 
 cut cut cut 
 deal dealt dealt 
 do did done 
 draw drew drawn 
 dream dreamt dreamt 
 drink drank drunk 
 drive drove driven 
 dwell dwelt dwelt 

120 Irregular Verbs 
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mywbw`©ó wKQz k‡ãi c‡i fzj Preposition e¨envi Kivi d‡j cÖvqB weåvwš—
ˆZix nq| cÖvqB mgm¨v K‡i Ggb wKQz k‡ãi ZvwjKv wb‡gœœ †`Iqv nj:  
 

1.  Absorbed in (gMœ _vKv), at bq| 
Don't say: The man was absorbed at his work. 
         Say: The man was absorbed in his work. 
 

2.  Accuse of (Awfhy³ Kiv), for bq| 
Don't say: She accused the man for stealing. 

 Say: She accused the man of stealing. 
 

e¨vL¨v: Avgiv 'Charge with’ e¨envi K‡i †`vlx Kiv †evSv‡Z cvwi| 
†hgb- The man was charge with murder. 
 

3.  Accustomed to (Af¨¯—), with bq| 
Don't say: I'm accustomed with hot weather. 
          Say: I'm accustomed to hot weather. 
 

e¨vL¨v: ‘Used to’ GKwU ‘Auxiliary Verb’ hv Øviv Af¨ —̄ †evSvq 
Ges ‘Present indefinite tense’G e¨eüZ nq| 
 

4.  Afraid of (fxZ nIqv), from bq| 
Don't say: Laura is afraid from the dog. 
          Say: Laura is afraid of the dog. 
 

e¨vL¨v: ’afraid of’ fxZ nIqv A‡_© e¨eüZ nq| 
 

Using the Wrong Preposition 
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5.  Aim at (ZvK Kiv), on or against bq| 
Don't say: She aimed on (or against) the target. 
         Say: She aimed at the target. 
 

e¨vL¨v: ’at’ ej‡Z †Kvb wKQz ’indicate’ Kiv ev ZvK Kiv †evSvq| 
†hgb throw at, shout at, shoot at, fire at BZ¨vw`| hLb ‘at’ 
e¨envi Kie bv ZLb †m¸‡jv Øviv ‘nZ¨v KivÕ †evSvq|  
 

6.  Angry with (ivMvwš^Z nIqv), against bq| 
Don't say: The teacher was angry against him. 
         Say: The teacher was angry with him. 
 

e¨vL¨v: with Øviv †Kvb cÖvYxi mv‡_ †evSvq| ZvQvovI annoyed with, 
vexed with, indignant with ØvivI GKB A_© †evSvq| wKš‘ e¯‘i 
mv‡_ †evSv‡Z ‘at’ e¨envi Kiv nq| 
 

7.  Anxious about (DwØMœ/wPwš—Z nIqv), for bq| 
Don't say: 'They're anxious for his health. 
         Say: They're anxious about his health. 
 

e¨vL¨v: Anxious about Gi ¯’v‡b hLb Anxious for e¨envi Ki‡eb 
ZLb Zvi Øviv 'AvMÖnx A_©Õ cÖKvk Ki‡e| ZLb Anxious 
for=hopeful to’ A_© AvMÖ‡ni mv‡_ DwØMœ| 
 

8.  Arrive at (†cuŠQvb/nvwRi nIqv), to bq| 
Don't say: We arrived to the village at night. 
           Say: We arrived at the village at night. 
 

e¨vL¨v: †Kvb eo RvqMv †hgb- †Kvb †`k †evSv‡Z ‘arive in’ em‡e| 
 

9.  Ashamed of (jw¾Z nIqv), from bq| 
Don't say: He's now ashamed from his conduct. 
          Say: He's now ashamed of his conduct. 
 

e¨vL¨v: ‘ashamed of’ Øviv jw¾Z nIqv †evSv†bv nq| wKš‘ 
‘Standard English’ Abyhvqx ‘ashamed of’ Gi cwie‡Z© ’shy of’ 
e¨envi Kiv fvj|  
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10.  Believe in (Av¯’v/wek^vm), to bq| 
Don't say: We believe to God. 
         Say: We believe in God. 
 

e¨vL¨v: ïay ‘to believe’ Øviv mZ¨ e‡j we‡ePbv Kiv †evSvq| wKš‘ in  
e¨envi K‡i ‘believe in, trust in, faith in’ Øviv wek^vm ¯’vcb Kiv 
†evSvb nq|  
 

11.  Benefit by (DcKvi Kiv), from bq| 
Don't say: He has benefited from the change. 
         Say: She has benefited by the change. 
 

e¨vL¨v: Z‡e GKRb e¨w³ (†Kvb wKQz) n‡Z DcKvi cvq (to get or 
derve benefit from) †hgb- ‘She got (or derived) much 
benefit from the change.’  
 

12.  Boast of (AnsKvi) or about, for bq| 
Don't say: James boasted for his strength. 
          Say: James boasted of (or about) his strength. 
 

e¨vL¨v: †Kvb wKQzi Rb¨ AnsKvi Kiv †evSv‡Z ‘boast of; boast 
about; vain of’ e¨envi Kiv nq|  
 

13.  Careful of (mZK©/hZœ †bIqv), with or about, for bq|  
Don't say: Elke's very careful for her health. 
         Say: Elke's very careful of/about her health. 
         or: You should be more careful with your money. 
 

e¨vL¨v: ‘Careful of’ ev ‘with’ ev ‘about’ Øviv †Kvb wKQzi Rb¨ mZK©Õ 
_vKv ev hZœ †bIqvÕ †evSv‡bv nq| wKš‘ hLb ‘Care for’ e¨envi Kiv 
n‡e ZLb Zv Øviv 'MÖvn¨ KivÕ †evSvq|  
 

14.  Come or go by train BZ¨vw`, with the train, BZ¨vw` bq| 
Don't say: He travelled with the train yesterday. 
         Say: He travelled by train yesterday. 
 

e¨vL¨v: 'By’ ev ‘in’ ev ‘on a’ e¨envi K‡i hvÎv K‡i †evSvq| †hgb- 
‘by boat; in a bus; by train, in a train, on horse-back, on 
a donkey; on bicycle; on foot, ‘with’ Øviv Kv‡iv mv‡_ hvÎv 
†evSvq (with father) 
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389.  To Ges At. 
(a) To. 
Don't say: We come at school every morning, 
         Say: We come to school every morning. 
(b) At. 
Don't say: Someone is standing to the door. 
          Say: Someone is standing at the door. 
 

e¨vL¨v: GK ¯’vb n‡Z Ab¨ ¯’v‡b MwZ †evSv‡Z to e¨eüZ nq| পRা#ের, 
Ae¯’vb ev w¯’wZ †evSv‡Z at e¨eüZ nq| 

 
 
 
 

390.  To Ges Till. 
(a) To. 
Don't say: We walked till the river and back. 
          Say: We walked to the river and back. 
(b) Till. 
Don't say: I'll stay here to next month. 
          Say: I'll stay here till next month. 
 

e¨vL¨v: `~iZ¡ †evSv‡Z to Ges mgq †evSv‡Z till (until) e¨eüZ nq| 
 

391.  In Ges At. 
(a) In. 
Don't say: Liam has a flat at Paris. 
          Say: Liam has a flat in Paris. 

Prepositions Often Confused 

See Exercise 77 
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(b) At. 
Say: My mother is staying at 66 Argyle Street. 
 

e¨vL¨v: Avgiv †Kvb wKQzi kvixwiK/ বা%ব Ae¯’vb †evSv‡Z Ges eo 
wRwbm ev RvqMvi c~‡e© in e¨envi Kwi| At ‡QvU kni, to, MÖv‡gi bv‡gi 
c~‡e© `~ieZ©x ¯’v‡bi K_v ej‡Z e¨envi Kiv nq|               

 
 
 
 
 

392.  In Ges Into.  
(a) In. 
Don't say: Gemma spent all the day into her room. 
        Say: Gemma spent all the day in her room. 
(b) Into. 
Don't say: Richard came in the room and sat down. 
        Say: Richard came into the room and sat down. 
 

e¨vL¨v: †Kvb wKQzi অভ()ের Ae¯’vb †evSv‡Z in Ges †Kv‡bv wKQzi 
অভ()েরi w`‡K MwZ †evSv‡Z into e¨eüZ nq| 

 
 
 
 
 
 

393.  On, At, In. (Time.) 
(a) On. 
Don't say: My uncle will arrive at Saturday. 
        Say: My uncle will arrive on Saturday. 
(b) At. 
Don't say: I usually get up on seven o'clock. 
       Say: I usually get up at seven o'clock. 
(c) In. 
Don't say: She goes for a walk at the afternoon. 
        Say: She goes for a walk in the afternoon. 
 

e¨vL¨v:  
(i) mßvn ev gv‡mi w`‡bi mv‡_ on e¨eüZ nq| †hgb- on Friday, on 
March 25, on new years day. 

See Exercise 78 

See Exercise 79 
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(ii) wbw`©ó mg‡qi mv‡_ at e¨eüZ nq| †hgb-at 4 ’O’clock, at 
down, at noon, at sunset. 
mg‡qi e¨wßKv‡ji mv‡_ in e¨eüZ nq| †hgb-in April, in winter, 
in 1945, in the morning Z‡e at night Ges by day. 

 
 
 
 

394.  For Ges At. (Price) 
(a) For. 
Don't say: I bought a book at fifty pence. 
          Say: I bought a book for fifty pence. 
(b) At. 
Don't say: I can't buy it for such a high price. 
          Say: I can't buy it at such a high price. 
 

e¨vL¨v: wbw`©ó AsK wb‡`©wkZ n‡j for Ges wbw`©ó AsK bv n‡j at 
e¨eüZ nq| 
UxKv: Z‡e cÖK…Z AsKwUi c‡i IRb ev cwigvc em‡j at e¨eüZ nq| 
†hgb- the cloth was sold at fifty shillings a yard.   
 

395.  Between Ges Among. 
(a) Between. 
Don't say: There was a fight among two boys. 
          Say: There was a fight between two boys. 
(b) Among. 
Don't say: Divide the apple between you three. 
         Say: Divide the apple among you three. 
e¨vL¨v: `yB‡qi g‡a¨ †evSv‡Z between Ges `yB‡qi AwaK †evSv‡Z 
among e¨eüZ nq| 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

See Exercise 80 

See Exercise 81 
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The following Exercises, which provide ample drill on the 
commonest mistakes dealt with in this book, are arranged 
under the headings of the various parts of speech. 
 

  
 
 

Nouns | Confusion of Number 
(Sections 530-570) 
 

Give the correct number, is or are, in the following: 
 

1. The news I've received ___ good. 2. Where ___ the money? 
3. His trousers worn out. 4. Maths ___ my poorest subject. 5. 
Riches ___ sought after by all. 6. Our furniture--- getting old. 
7. This pair of scissors ___ not sharp. 8. Eating fish very 
healthy. 9. The number of mobile phones ___ increasing. 10. 
The sheep ___ grazing in the field. 

Correct the following sentences, giving reasons for your 
corrections: 
 

1. Her advices were very wise. 2. You was the first to do it. 3. 
The class wasn't able to agree. 4. I've many works to do this 
morning. 5. The thunders and lightnings frightened the little 
girl. 6. I've more than two dozens of books at home. 7. The 

 EXERCISE - 01 

 EXERCISE - 02 

TO THE STUDENTS: 
Do not write in the book the answers to the Exercises. 
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Use interesting or interested in these sentences: 
 

1. I'm ___ in English. 2. Was the film ___ last night? 3. The 
book is ___ from beginning to end. 4. She's a most ___ lady. 
5. Are you ___ in computers? 
 

Fill in the blanks with one of the adjectives in brackets: 
 

1. He sat down and said nothing ___. (farther, further) 2. Is 
that the ___ edition of The Times? (last, latest) 3. Wash your 
hands if they're ___ not. (clean, clear) 4. A prize was given to 
___ one of the two best pupils (each, every) 5. She knows- 
words than her brother, (less, fewer) 6. Several people were 
___ when the train ran off the track, (wounded, injured) 7. 
Jane is ___ than her cousin, (higher, taller) 8. Tom is three 
years old, he's too -to go to school. (small, young) 9. James is 
my- brother, (older, elder) 10. My sister Emma is ___ than I 
am. (older, elder) 

The Articles 
(Sections 247-254, 301-320) 
 

Fill in the blanks with ‘a’ or ‘an’ where necessary. 
 

1. Swimming is ___ great fun. 2. The plane made ___ terrible 
noise. 3. What sort of ___ man is he? 4. My aunt made ___ 
fortune in America. 5. He saved up more than- thousand 
pounds. 6. The train left half -hour ago. 7. She's ___ made 
great progress in English. 8. She's ___ clever girl. 9. He tried 
without success to find ___ work. 10. Vitamins are necessary 
for ___ good health. 

 EXERCISE - 15 

 EXERCISE - 16 

 EXERCISE - 17 
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Correct whatever is wrong in the following: 
 
1.  Why you are studying the English?  

2.  John reads good, isn't it?  

3.  Why you not say the truth?  

4.  Will I go at the post-office?  

5.  How to make this problem, sir?  

6.  Is she more better than me?  

7.  I've written him last week.  

8.  I past my time too well to the hotel.  

9.  Let me to try to do this and me.  

10.  I have never seen a so good film.  

11.  He's not ate nothing these two days.  

12.  When I sleep I take out my shoes. 

13.  He didn't obeyed to their advices. 

14.  She's going each morning to the school. 

15.  He works in the office since five years.  

16.  How you are going with your piano lessons?  

17.  Can you to come for dinner today evening?  

18.  My brother he's found in the first class.  

General Exercise 


