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Ecocriticism is a name that implies more ecological
literacy than its advocates now possess, unless they know
what an embattled course ecology has run during its
history. Eco and critic both derive from Greek, oikos and
kritis, and in tandem they mean “house judge,” which may
surprise many lovers of green, outdoor writing. A long-
winded gloss on ecocritic might run as follows: “a person
who judges the merits and faults of writings that depict the
effects of culture upon nature, with a view toward
celebrating nature berating its despoilers, and reversing
their harm through political action.” So the 0ikos is nature,
a place Edward Hoagland calls “our widest home,” and the
kritos is an arbiter of taste who wants the house kept in
good order, no boots or dishes strewn about to ruin the
original decor. (Howarth, 1996 : 69)
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Indeed, the widest definition of the subject of
ecocriticism is the study of the relationship of the
human and the non-human, throughout human cultural
history and entiling critical analysis of the term
‘human’ itself. ( Garrad, 2013 : 05)

Cheryll Glotfelty 8 Harold Fromm ™4 e The Ecocriticism
Reader WIN< at3 NEIeeid it Jere T Tee-
Ecocriticism is the study of the relationship between
literature and the physical environment. Just as feminist
criticism examines language and literature from a
gender-conscious perspectives, and Marxist criticism
brings an awareness of modes of production and

economic class to its reading of texts, ecocriticism

takes an earth-centered approach to literary studies.
(Glotfelty and Fromm, 1996 : xviii)
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