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Unfortunate as it is, while Sachar Report, which has clearly
laid down a broader picture, made it imperative to gather much
fuller and detailed information regarding the status of Muslims,
at that time the state response to the urgency appeared to be quite
cold if not fully insensitive. Firstly, the then West Bengal
Government claimed that the report had not reflected the true
status of the Muslims of West Bengal as it depended only
selective secondary data; the condition of the Muslims of West
Bengal, according to the then Government, was far better than
what was reported. Also it claimed to have had commissioned a
primary investigation on the subject, but later inquiries by social
activists found this claim to be baseless.

JreifeT SPET Fr? G FAT? T QAR (AT A 7057 | @
SPBAACH PTAPTHIA AT AGGT AeIeTa I AT Fo1f | IR
B 9 | € 93 P/ TR/ TRe/ (0S/IRT Srere [

eRIF e S SIFSRE 136 SIfdfoe | P« Fie o’ FF 799
QP oI AR | PR SRQE il 27 [ife? @7 (ST P |
e wiowe APFGIREE e FrEwe el 7 Tou
sAfavtEa WK A | TS FA, QR TER SIF! AST | S 4F 3 |
©IZ T AT PN | @F e FAT FATS AR T A (e
¥ 91, G G (@R WHre 2 A1 IFNsY s prewe f[eadr
zrers fofF qefel P ey AT FE  GIR-- 3T
qweife, et Ieelle | AB[E e RIS S e A,
SRR Ty 5T oFF e 13| 9 oIy, faey sWRf 29,
TORI WIS 7y, Wi ot 9w 9% el wife el PR |
SifeIT “e 220 7J=F AP | el ANCE NEBCER el =S
3 ffe ol @ e e TR B AT (@[ IR (F.
forefa o= o). sav) |

JE ARGE G PRNME TSIYROTE O ekF TS
TEH -9 qOTF I IR, AT PRI &y (e 73; @
QT (@ SR TAG® OIS (e b3 7l I&! (@qCS ANI--OF
NTeFETe TN [5R-3fa, T8 API-8F oo sfFs! @
NS | TN ©IF & FAITEY | FArIRE, orore SR o

AreIfeT PTETT « ST 1 5

2 | AW AAT (A W G (T OF TOISHIER IV, IS,
SIMNME, TNNmE T IR | [FE @ R SiesiEE bte
a3 forre @-fog 7. 2o@© 9 € T PR WOl qF-
AR, AR-SIF  ABJMNE TCol  ANqwe,  Aesifer-wig  weer
AP, QTR NSZLS YiE O Face @ Rl e et et
AT 2T @00 | [T TR (1% AT B (ed, @3 e
FIY (ATF O AT TN F© GAHT! ST T GG I6F *THIG | LT
o8 5F T WEEE PR @ ey 8 @ms-SAN WEAhred
A SO AR XTI VRS S (7R 7 O & (T
T% | AFO ACARST O OF T IFNG T9J &P TFN--F g%
HFGITAT ATH TFA... TF© AP OF QR ATF U2 o9q o
OIF AN QLA (@, T TN O 7S I [ (FR-(2W ©S-30=,
TN WeIiRE Ty AP TeiRe @ I, O @ fomwm, foa-
PR, Wofe S WAE, U RN @AmRS ey foy wF-f6R3
O foerd eI AT = |

FE ARG S 92 AJCH SRS FECEE, SINE  (RCITTIR
SfreE-sTe=e afs I2rs v ¢ e 77, @xfF I Wz A7 3
FRFY AF, AW fHerde (SAST 99 77 @I 8 (@RelT W=l
fReq n2h 8 AGTS FACe T, T2 TOlF S Sty ST
T O A Tl @ R o0 SSHAR TCST Z0- WIGT--Tge
FE @ T TR A TG GG TRge Z AF; N S
5re I91 7T T U2 T f[UPT (@, WA BaIE & B2, (FIAT
LT AL (72, TR @ §F FF 0T (72 Ve (O O
AfeqeTie Afasae T «F I B @ @3- 9w @3
AT AR fooq M oY 0 AT T ST TF
RSO w7, e BEed | TAe SIRCE AN (GITAF AR
T AT | 4T SO0 M AT FARBER AR S
AN BfFT MARE TR, TS ANS AT QI
TAMERC IRQE P @ NERT A O e R, G- @F
BRI Yo 2re <19 I 9% FRABE S0 (GIede S
(ST T AIB! @ AW A 43-3 PN 53 GO (@,
SR (@ G TG A ww-age Fem e wm e oS

52 1 ARSI T : SrereICRIe!



TSR ACOIR SOOI ST | “Fe JCaT, ST STl W IE A
T @7 APSIEeRE ol SiAred, AR, JEmeIE MigEs
TEHS | AG ST (O (I @ TS | Q@ SN e
PENETE e SeaRel MR | U AN NEHIATE el
SRITE Qe ST A G AT P A WS
R @97 T GF SR -Gl (FC FACS AT 1 |

«re fog SN S Zg-Prme S g (g (iR T | oitrd
Col WA WS, e REFR @ 91 wertre e = | g
R (T RIFTOR IR ToGly A e FOICE G WA
BIRCE | (R W, (R @O, NRIwel WIf (R | T F2PICH SOl
I B ATTR | T ST FABIK AN AR | 2P SN fFgpler
s e T fFlcafe (INR (At | NS 1 F9 AR TR
g | SV AME Sfere 7 o] CEd TP (O IR IFF
JIETI | SIS ZC® S (SR S0 Nteifee 2ea—a afoe Sy
AN | T *9r oTive, *NEw fear qmbred TN b eier
| G A, ORI, T 8 WNIRT & | SNEER AT @ T
oo, fosr, SbE-ser Sife-faaea [Read | v @3t ofiqsy
s fqrd, AR QIIae G & € (2T T3 T | QAT (I
GRS AT 1 | ALH-W6A FBIeR G - (eR-2ifte- AC-ToiCer-
TN | QIR @I AEE qR A GRAE AT I | AP A
AR T, ST G [FHT T | G BST-ooaT AGE-A5ae
G-If%-3f Dz WA 2o AE (7). 80) |

EEDN e T AR IR M@ e Ao AT
@it HifFe ¢ g o e (78 | T1-10Ee oo =ifEs
GO Y ST TTe Ol N AHIET T | ATF J0F
&, e 8 AT O RS (72 | FGL ORI AF *THT APTe 8
et sresd [ | @ IR, ez 8 PrEmear =@
T TS JfEG-oATAT 0T ST | *F T (73, e O
@I TS (F2--aNf R0 & Reewae | «&=w3 «@adr
@I e SR | (e, &, vy WIge (o =g
TEFE AT-LN | ©F [{@E I 8 WFGTers @WT 0T W |
GUeRIAT M@ REEMRaR | 90 (614 SIS 7T (.4¢) |

AreIfeT T : SATGACTT U ¢

Q T JIETR GRS, *SI ACa TWCd 2T | 1 2T, I @
T AfSHITTT ST WS IS TR AR @& | Aifeirs aifers «e
¢ AfSSIT 0T TI (@ | O, IATT G T oF I @ |
ffTaete e are @© @37 WA @ | T AR, ©I% | @ [Eiwa
I P! e TGAITS #A1ZT (T | (RS [ IH-FC AT,
TER-ReafF-anefl A S | Ay 2T [Reee sk f{o
YA G (O (T (K I G [ 1wg i | 758 e o
@F @ @ e g a1 @2 fagdrer Sigfes Arelfer 2m-
PENCR CFE TR 20 | o [eem, T wee | SiieR e,
I T R | @ o7 SN 2T TS (GF Ao | Freifer Prersi
1 fo@ N W 8 AFRINR | NGNS W RN G410 50T 20S
TS @0 | To @R AR AT TR, v Q@ @7 =S 2o | T
o7 SRS *1Y (AF GT Y& 20O A, [T S*NS =l | N
THRST (73, SR S@e! | AR B PRI 73, TS 708 |

Q.

IR IR PANEMT SSIYRSIF FRA (SF Il Jlel, ORI ot
e reee Bfre T4 ¢tz | [*8 T IR fqma seagfst
@7 @F TG AGI3 IOV | O N W SRAMS FIIT O | TR
T AL, (T T TLHIE-FAHE GO | 457 ffoifs @7 qrara @fo
(A2 T8 FACO ATE | TSR K3 ST 2. AP | IRIGT TR
(3 TR TYMAT | T (RB (AF2 (T SAF AP (TG T2 I
G (@ AT | & W9 A1 T& BRI AL GT 200 20T 1 | 9T I[&
TS (3 ARG AR (AF B T A A TR | @ QT
PR I | TR R Jew = {769 | T 4o IS f&re @
QR SPTS A 911 T A, T, $Sw B o7 few o
(AT | ZHCST (T AT FAHNE G 21 | O OF & DS AT (73 |
GRS RSt vld, B #iterz aey Aite [Ree Ifzge Fess
R QIR #I10RE = | (18, T IR 9 IR 10 &, [eaies
T = e, A=A Bl A |

Ferel *2AF Ry [ (o SRneifer Premmma e e
WA YR (FNE TS PEANAE (A A (FE, 62 (N

SY 1 IR AT : SRt



T, 9 Aelfery @3 SR ST 9 @ Sow I ffer
JEATSINWME T PETAIZ A @ ey | 3foner e
AT (TS (oITeT, FETOIf SR A @ SR Wl (S04 809 |
&5 wers 7w fHifrs 2 areiferar 2ecafece $afe wibices, o3
TSR AT ARSI IS SRR O (MR A (St |
ST (ol ARSI S(IeT Sfe=ieet IRy AR 90 (FARR
TGS | RETrEe AR wikte Walitr o e e, e @12
ArelfeTend AFSIITRRNS (SN X AT | (TN ATHAG, SN
f& AneifeT? (03¢ 7. 20¢-20Y) APCTICHT G PRINAT &FS
ARDT 5?2 G @ @RS ARG | (@<e Melfe, 13
(@ P o7 | 1 @ gioa [ w2 welfer e
‘P’ oy dreiferm St IMeifer Pt qdw@ ey @ o
PN | 12 IREIT PIET= T2 AreifeTred oF e, SO Srofzyg
fqafoe =@ 1 “...some members of the urban ‘mainstream’
Bengali elites construct an idea about the Muslims which
takes their religious affinity as their singular identity,
completely missing all other identities the strongest among
which is their being “Bangali”. SRR SRrelfer € o&r
PN W0 Melfer Fremee 52 ‘s P RenaR (s
(5IT' | ©I2 Iife] PrTwar 3 72 wiver ~fafgfox st “fore orbt” |
TS TRAG A FE@ @A AHAGT FG @3, el PEww e
TR &S “BIF 0T I | LIS G & @ @Y, W AT
AEE ©F G | ©I2 GJ1 MIfeT | o7 40 T (AT @F T
T | ©12 3T P | 98 93 et @3t ‘Jreifer P |

I AT IETRE W, EBIZ (ST T FAT | WML IR
AefeT PENE T (A2 TTORMI IR AfEr o W
SISPACTIAT T SO *20 PN IARE2. ASIfeT PRTacs
IR (CACR | (NS ol @O i (A IR PRrewmeg
VIR Eces SANelfeT R ST SPIeTsie | ST (ATacR neifer 2 |
OF AW NS SCee IfT PETies A S[Aelfer PrRmiEs
T 8 (TARE FHY I 7| 9 9y O© W A7y IF Angifer
TN SRR ST @ SR | SrefRqme W foaie fowT

JGITET PTETI : STICAIe 1 39

ST R© Yra Tpeired fRvora g W R (0= | qreife
@Y 13 Tow ARCed AST wA e, W = g9 e
SN PETNEANS (T2 THIT e O AT I NICR |
FISIE, oIe@T, o, T | IREIfeT PRTEme FICR STe RYma St
TS F2E SGE | W{E el e w[reifE PreramE Fhewif,
ToEE J¢ FACe AR A1 AR fTRdE o o relfer
PR S G | ©f #eT FACIF e, TP AN G
IR A T TSI | FpEITed (SN, T BT WK MR
(T TS 4T BTY ST IR (14 @ (ST | @TCBT AT
TN (ACE T W GY N ST IS Toreel A | Jroimd
MR AT ST G (A ORm (Iere! Forreness | i Taed
o B (Ml AECS (@ ST A o1, G (@ 2 ¥_
TRAPTSWE | (e IqGPTAree Arelfe] Prewama N (T o
AGT ST 21 | AT ST Prere oI Zyma Icet o T
SIIE AT I M Y TR AT | G NG 20T @9 P
T W6F (TSNS BT |

‘Aelfer PN A PR Aelfer 9B qUoT SfeNE G
bel foet | PRI Ml Zrw offtd W @% T foe 2 s
PEWE TOF A7eMIEAT CHR...47 T L@ ANeqAT AW IFgNCe
TR WRERE TR 8 e (AR | SE @ T,
SiiE Sl T4Gelitsy | oW SR AT Ot AFFCRAT JfRATS--
Jrelfer T | UG TOIBT (OF ©3: UE JCHF NLHH PrETA2. (ST
9 (8 @) | Joar elfe] ReME Siva I Sepere | Siae
fRifFe P @2 Afifbfere Y 2w 3G, e e ¢ S
TEEEa &3 AT i [T TRFRES | AifFe SaeE
PRI J#CS BIRC “Melfer” 1512 6 wionst sifepe Agfe T2
GF MF PENE & IS RV-PETNIET S A GlEamr
TENEEE (T @32 SEre T FAMUS @ T ([@@EmIEE
oY I W 2T X, T (AF @R TPICS 51307 93 AE
YA AT | WS P * s Iw e 96 Saforiire-
T SR QI | Pl *wfs vy 4T #Af6e e 77, TeFgfoas
QFT T @ (2Rl | Of IR I AW 57 ISR PrAN«—ma qrelfer
B 93 (T (AT AT {3 -SGTA] G ABE-SAGE 5T T
@ 55T, (1R Ko IBI] @ AOHCT STHIIT S S (7R | 43

Sbr 1 AeIfeT PTANI - STeeCRRet



AfeTfe ¢ whREER T e Ieg Fae - Oima 68 TRFeT
SO SO |
FfeCmia SRewwd The Bengal Muslims 1871-1906: A

Quest for Identity F¥F T MeifeT PrETIS identity crisis

OO GRS AT IR
The rural masses [Bengali Muslims] were victims of
painful culture conflict. The constant harping on
extraterritorial links created in their minds a vague,
yet persistent, notion that perhaps most, if not all,
Muslims were alien to Bengal. Bengal to them thus
became a non-Muslim land. The consequent crisis of
identity was reflected in a curious distinction: now
the Hindus alone were ‘Bengalis’, The Muslims
being only ‘Muslims’, liberated from all local ethnic
affiliations. This odd dichotomy became a part of the
Bengali Hindu vocabulary as well. (111-12)
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